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BLUEPRINT POLL - THE DEFICIT AND DEBT

1. Which of the following statements best describes the federal deficit?
The total amount of money the federal government owes to its creditors

The difference between the federal government's total revenue and
total spending in a given year, where spending exceeds revenue

The total amount of money the federal government spends on defense
and military program

The difference between the United States’ total exports and imports in a given year

2. Which of the following statements best describes the national debt?

The total amount of money the federal government has borrowed
over time and currently owes to its creditors

The difference between the federal government's total revenue
and total spending in a given year

The total value of all goods and services produced within the
United States in a given year

The amount of money the federal government allocates to state
and local governments each year

3. How concerned are you about the federal deficit?

Extremely concerned
Very concerned
Somewhat concerned
Not at all concerned
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4. How concerned are you about the national debt?

Extremely concerned 27%
Very concerned 26%
Somewhat concerned 38%
Not at all concerned. 9%

5. How much do you think the federal deficit and the national debt affect the following:
Prices on goods and services

Strongly affects 51%
Somewhat affects 36%
Does not affect at all 13%

6. How much do you think the federal deficit and the national debt affect the following:
Interest rates

Strongly affects 58%
Somewhat affects 35%
Does not affect at all 7%

7. How much do you think the federal deficit and the national debt affect the following:
Taxes

Strongly affects 60%
Somewhat affects 32%
Does not affect at all 9%

8. How much do you think the federal deficit and the national debt affect the following:
My personal financial situation

Strongly affects 43%
Somewhat affects 38%
Does not affect at all 19%
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9. How much do you think the federal deficit and the national debt affect the following:
The economic situation in my area

Strongly affects 47%
Somewhat affects 40%
Does not affect at all 13%

10. How much do you think the federal deficit and the national debt affect the following:
Job creation

Strongly affects 44%
Somewhat affects 40%
Does not affect at all 16%

11. How much do you think the federal deficit and the national debt affect the following:
Private investment

Strongly affects 42%
Somewhat affects 40%
Does not affect at all 18%

12. How much do you think the federal deficit and the national debt affect the following:
Entrepreneurship

Strongly affects 41%
Somewhat affects 35%
Does not affect at all 24%

13. How much do you think the federal deficit and the national debt affect the following:
Healthcare costs

Strongly affects 50%
Somewhat affects 37%
Does not affect at all 12%
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14. Which policy priority is most important? [Select 2]
Lowering the federal deficit and reducing the national debt

Yes 46%
No 54%

15. Which policy priority is most important? [Select 2]
Ensuring low unemployment

Yes 17%
No 83%

16. Which policy priority is most important? [Select 2]
Keeping taxes low

Yes 31%
No 69%

17. Which policy priority is most important? [Select 2]
Protecting Social Security and Medicare

Yes 58%
No 42%

18. Which policy priority is most important? [Select 2]
Protecting defense spending

Yes 14%
No 86%

19. Which policy priority is most important? [Select 2]
None of these

Yes 7%
No 93%
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20. Which of these reasons is most compelling to reduce the federal deficit? [Select 2]
Higher deficits will eventually lead to higher taxes

Yes 28%
No 72%

21. Which of these reasons is most compelling to reduce the federal deficit? [Select 2]
Families balance their budget, and the government should too

Yes 30%
No 70%

22. Which of these reasons is most compelling to reduce the federal deficit? [Select 2]
Higher deficits lead to inflation

Yes 33%
No 67%

23. Which of these reasons is most compelling to reduce the federal deficit? [Select 2]
We eventually have to pay it back, why not start now

Yes 17%
No 83%

24. Which of these reasons is most compelling to reduce the federal deficit? [Select 2]
Foreign countries like China own significant portions of our debt

Yes 27%
No 73%

25. Which of these reasons is most compelling to reduce the federal deficit? [Select 2]
None of these

Yes 10%
No 90%
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26. What do you think is contributing most to the federal deficit and national debt? [Select 2]
Military and defense spending

Yes 28%
No 72%

27. What do you think is contributing most to the federal deficit and national debt? [Select 2]
Domestic social spending

Yes 25%
No 75%

28. What do you think is contributing most to the federal deficit and national debt? [Select 2]
Medicare and Social Security

Yes 7%
No 93%

29. What do you think is contributing most to the federal deficit and national debt? [Select 2]
Coronavirus relief spending

Yes 11%
No 89%

30. What do you think is contributing most to the federal deficit and national debt? [Select 2]
Military aid to Ukraine and Israel

Yes 22%
No 78%

31. What do you think is contributing most to the federal deficit and national debt? [Select 2]
The wars in Afghanistan and Iraq

Yes 85%
No 15%
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32. What do you think is contributing most to the federal deficit and national debt? [Select 2]
Foreign aid

Yes 27%
No 73%

33. What do you think is contributing most to the federal deficit and national debt? [Select 2]
Large tax cuts

Yes 29%
No 71%

34. What do you think is contributing most to the federal deficit and national debt? [Select 2]
None of these

Yes 11%
No 89%

35. Which specific policies do you think is contributing most to the national debt? [Select 2]
The tax cuts passed by Donald Trump

Yes 34%
No 66%

36. Which specific policies do you think is contributing most to the national debt? [Select 2]
The tax cuts passed by George W. Bush

Yes 16%
No 84%

37. Which specific policies do you think is contributing most to the national debt? [Select 2]
The invasions of Iraq and Afghanistan by George W. Bush

Yes 17%
No 83%
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38. Which specific policies do you think is contributing most to the national debt? [Select 2]
The coronavirus relief passed by Joe Biden

Yes 17%
No 83%

39. Which specific policies do you think is contributing most to the national debt? [Select 2]
The coronavirus relief passed by Donald Trump

Yes 12%
No 88%

40. Which specific policies do you think is contributing most to the national debt? [Select 2]
The Affordable Care Act passed by Barack Obama

Yes 17%
No 83%

41. Which specific policies do you think is contributing most to the national debt? [Select 2]
The economic stimulus passed by Barack Obama

Yes 12%
No 88%

42. Which specific policies do you think is contributing most to the national debt? [Select 2]
Ukraine aid passed by Joe Biden

Yes 29%
No 71%

43. Which specific policies do you think is contributing most to the national debt? [Select 2]
None of these

Yes 15%
No 85%
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44. Which party do you blame most for the national debt?

Democratic Party 52%
Republican Party 48%

45. Who do you trust most to reduce the federal deficit?

Joe Biden 51%
Donald Trump 49%

46. Who do you trust most on the following deficit reduction questions:
Ensuring that we protect Social Security and Medicare when reducing the deficit

Joe Biden 54%
Donald Trump 46%

47. Who do you trust most on the following deficit reduction questions:
Ensuring that we protect working people when reducing the deficit

Joe Biden 53%
Donald Trump 47%

48. Who do you trust most on the following deficit reduction questions:
Ensuring that we actually reduce the deficit a meaningful amount

Joe Biden 53%
Donald Trump 47%

49. Who do you trust most on the following deficit reduction questions:
Ensuring that we don’t raise taxes on the middle class too much when reducing the deficit

Joe Biden 53%
Donald Trump 47%
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50. Who do you trust most on the following deficit reduction questions:
Balancing the need for social spending cuts and tax hikes when reducing the deficit

Joe Biden 53%
Donald Trump 47%

51. Who do you trust most on the following deficit reduction questions:
Balancing the cuts to social spending and defense spending when reducing the deficit

Joe Biden 53%
Donald Trump 47%

52. Which of the following is the more serious concern?

Donald Trump becomes president and increases the federal deficit by 49%
passing large tax cuts

Joe Biden remains President and increases the federal deficit by passing 51%
large spending increases

53. Which approaches to reducing the deficit that Medicare is running do you most prefer:
[Select 2] Reduce payments to hospitals

Yes 21%
NO 79%

54. Which approaches to reducing the deficit that Medicare is running do you most prefer:
[Select 2] Reduce payments to pharmaceutical companies

Yes 49%
No 51%

55. Which approaches to reducing the deficit that Medicare is running do you most prefer:
[Select 2] Allow for private insurance companies to compete with Medicare

Yes 40%
No 60%

Blueprint]



Blueprint Topline
1114 Registered Voters, March 25 - March 26, 2024

Percentages may not sum to 100 due to rounding. MOE £5.1

56. Which approaches to reducing the deficit that Medicare is running do you most prefer:
[Select 2] Increase premiums

Yes 9%
No 91%

57. Which approaches to reducing the deficit that Medicare is running do you most prefer:
[Select 2] Limit benefits

Yes 6%
No 94%

58. Which approaches to reducing the deficit that Medicare is running do you most prefer:
[Select 2] Raise the eligibility age

Yes 15%
No 85%

59. Which approaches to reducing the deficit that Medicare is running do you most prefer:
[Select 2] Continue deficit spending

Yes 12%
No 88%
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60. Which approaches to reducing the deficit that Social Security is running do you most
prefer: [Select 2] Increase the retirement age

Yes 29%
No 71%

61. Which approaches to reducing the deficit that Social Security is running do you most
prefer: [Select 2] Reduce cost-of-living increases

Yes 40%
No 60%

62. Which approaches to reducing the deficit that Social Security is running do you most
prefer: [Select 2] Increase taxes

Yes 36%
No 64%

63. Which approaches to reducing the deficit that Social Security is running do you most
prefer: [Select 2] Reduce benefits

Yes 13%
No 87%

64. Which approaches to reducing the deficit that Social Security is running do you most
prefer: [Select 2] Continue deficit spending

Yes 28%
No 72%
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65. When thinking about reducing the federal debt and national deficit, who should bear
the most cost and who should bear the least cost? Hospitals

Bear more cost 51%
Bear less cost 49%

66. When thinking about reducing the federal debt and national deficit, who should bear
the most cost and who should bear the least cost? Pharmaceutical companies

Bear more cost 80%
Bear less cost 20%

67. When thinking about reducing the federal debt and national deficit, who should bear
the most cost and who should bear the least cost? Defense industry

Bear more cost 64%
Bear less cost 36%

68. When thinking about reducing the federal debt and national deficit, who should bear
the most cost and who should bear the least cost? The wealthy

Bear more cost 79%
Bear less cost 21%

69. When thinking about reducing the federal debt and national deficit, who should bear
the most cost and who should bear the least cost? The middle class

Bear more cost 20%
Bear less cost 80%

70. When thinking about reducing the federal debt and national deficit, who should bear
the most cost and who should bear the least cost? The poor

Bear more cost 11%
Bear less cost 89%

Blueprint]



Blueprint Topline
1114 Registered Voters, March 25 - March 26, 2024

Percentages may not sum to 100 due to rounding. MOE £5.1

71. When thinking about reducing the federal debt and national deficit, who should bear
the most cost and who should bear the least cost? Retirees

Bear more cost 12%
Bear less cost 88%

72. When thinking about reducing the federal debt and national deficit, who should bear
the most cost and who should bear the least cost? The military

Bear more cost 45%
Bear less cost 55%

73. When thinking about reducing the federal debt and national deficit, who should bear
the most cost and who should bear the least cost? Young people

Bear more cost 35%
Bear less cost 65%

74. When thinking about reducing the federal debt and national deficit, who should bear
the most cost and who should bear the least cost? Middle-aged people

Bear more cost 27%
Bear less cost 73%

75. When thinking about reducing the federal debt and national deficit, who should bear
the most cost and who should bear the least cost? People with disabilities

Bear more cost 11%
Bear less cost 89%

76. When thinking about reducing the federal debt and national deficit, who should bear
the most cost and who should bear the least cost? People who rely on
government programs

Bear more cost 25%
Bear less cost 75%
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77. When thinking about reducing the federal debt and national deficit, who should bear
the most cost and who should bear the least cost? HMOs

Bear more cost 57%
Bear less cost 43%

78. When thinking about reducing the federal debt and national deficit, who should bear
the most cost and who should bear the least cost? Insurance companies

Bear more cost 73%
Bear less cost 27%

79. When thinking about reducing the federal debt and national deficit, who should bear
the most cost and who should bear the least cost? Corporations

Bear more cost 76%
Bear less cost 24%

80. When thinking about deficit reduction which is more concerning to you?

Democrats will focus too much on raising taxes on the middle class 45%
Republicans will focus too much on cutting Social Security and Medicare 55%

81. When thinking about deficit reduction, which is more concerning to you?

Democrats won’t focus enough on cutting spending 48%
Republicans won’t focus enough on raising taxes on the wealthy 52%
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82. Do you support or oppose raising the retirement age for Social Security?

Strongly support
Somewhat support
Somewhat oppose
Strongly oppose
Don’t know

Support
Oppose
Net Support

83. MaxDiff Deficit Message Test

The sheer size of the national debt is enormous: $34 trillion.— That is roughly
$100,000 for every man, woman, and child in the United States. Somebody has to
pay it sometime, and we should start now

High deficits now mean higher taxes in the future. We either pay now or pay later.
We should reduce deficits now so we don’t get hit with a massive tax bill
down the line

We inherited almost no debt. Even after World War 2, the United States ran
surpluses to start paying down the war debt. Now, for the first time in history, we
are running massive and growing deficits in a time of peace. The last time we ran a
surplus was 2001. We can’t let our children inherit a mess; we have to start
reducing the debt now

Families balance their budgets, and the government should too. It’s a matter of
good fiscal sense—we need to keep our books in order. As Ben Franklin said,
“Rather go to bed without dinner than to rise in debt.” Families across the country
are tightening their belts these days, and the government should do the same

China owns a significant portion of our national debt. We can’t let a potential
adversary have that much control over the finances of our country

Higher deficits mean the government spends billions of taxpayer money on

interest payments. That’s money that’s not going to social services
or defense—it’s just a drain on taxpayers
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